i44   THE STRUCTURE OF THE NOVEL
The last quotation is from history, the others are from fiction. The difference between the first and the rest is, in any case, striking enough. Michael Henchard speaks from the heart, the others speak from their habitual selves; and the reader is quite well aware of it.
Mr Forster, however, writes as if the reader were not aware of it; as if the flat character were set there to deceive us, and the novelist himself did not see through to the other side. It is obvious that he could not have meant just this, yet some such assumption is at the back of his objection to the flat character. Mrs Micawber, of course, is always saying, "I will never desert Mr Micawber"; the Countess is always saying, "Proud as we are of dear papa, we must conceal his memory"; but that is not all. In a sense they both mean what they say; but there is sufficient hypocrisy in the manner to reveal with exactitude the real Mrs Micawber, the real Countess, whose features are printed on the other side of the record. Pecksniif, again, is always saying "What a soothing reflection is that!" He does not mean what he says at all; yet the facade suggests without further indication the real man